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STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE AFRICAN GROUP BY 

 MR. KATLEGO BOASE MMALANE, FIRST SECRETARY, 

PERMANENT MISSION OF BOTSWANA TO THE UN, ON AGENDA 

ITEM 148: UPDATED FINANCIAL POSITION OF CLOSED 

PEACEKEEPING MISSIONS AS AT 30 JUNE 2019: SECOND 

RESUMED PART OF THE SEVENTY-FOURTH SESSION OF THE 

FIFTH COMMITTEE OF THE UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY  

 

(New York, May 2020) 

Mr. Chair, 

1. I have the honor to speak on behalf of the African Group on agenda 

item 148: Updated financial position of closed peacekeeping 

missions as at 30 June 2019. 

 

2. The Group wishes to thank the Secretariat and the Advisory 

Committee for the submission of their respective reports. 

Mr. Chair, 

3. The African Group would like to join the statement just delivered by 

the distinguished representative of the Cooperative Republic of 

Guyana, on behalf of the G77 and China, and would like to make 

the following additional remarks. 

 

4. The Group reiterates it’s concern about the net cash deficit of 5 

closed peacekeeping missions in the amount of $85.59 million and, 

in that regard, notes with appreciation the ongoing efforts of the 

Secretary General aimed at addressing the matter, in particular 

finding sustainable solutions in resolving the issue of the 

outstanding debts.   

 

5. The Group is also cognizant of the fact that the issue of the debts 

owed to Members States, of the 24 closed peacekeeping missions, 

amounting to $89,963,000 is strongly linked to the overall financial 

situation of the Organization and the liquidity situation of active 

PKOs. We note that, as at 31 October 2019, an amount of $5 million 

was owed by an active mission.  

Mr. Chairman, 

6. This cash deficit situation in several closed peacekeeping missions, 

owing to the continued non-payment of arrears by some Member 



2 
 

States is extremely concerning. The African Group also notes that 

outstanding claims to TCCs and PCCs amounted to $81,369,000, 

comprising $18,430,000 by the 24 closed missions with net 

surpluses and $62,939,000 by the 5 closed missions with net 

deficits. The African group regrets this prolonged and undesirable 

situation of non-payment of amounts due to other member states, 

in particular Troop and Police contributing countries, most of whom 

are from Africa and broadly developing countries who have payed a 

high human price and are, sadly, suffering the hard consequences 

of unpaid assessed contributions by Member States. 

 

7. In this connection, the Group stresses, once again, as a matter of 

principle, that all Member States should fulfill their financial 

obligations as set out in the Charter of the United Nations on time, 

in full, and without conditions. We are very appreciative of those 

whose bills have been settled in the last few years but urge the 

Secretary General to do more.                                                                                                                                                                    

 

8. We wish to recall that in its resolution 65/293, the General 

Assembly requested the Secretary-General to submit concrete 

proposals and alternatives to address the issue of outstanding dues 

to Members States from closed peacekeeping operations that are 

faced with cash deficit. In the session ahead of us, the Group stands 

ready to explore these options in greater detail and achieve a fair 

solution to this longstanding problem. 

 

9. On a brighter note, the African Group appreciates the management 

of the reduced demand for borrowing by active PKOs from closed 

missions as a result of the management of the cash balances in 

separate special accounts for each active mission.  

Mr. Chair, 

10. Noting the different options available regarding the retention of 

all or part of the net cash surpluses, the African Group will like to 

seek further information and clarification of these scenarios.  

 

11. In closing, the Group would like to reassure you, Mr. Chair, of its 

readiness to engage constructively in the informal consultations, to 

conclude this agenda item at the earliest opportunity. 

I thank you. 


